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Pursuant to the requirements of 37 CFR §§ 1 .56, 1 .97, and 1 .98, the Applicants 
hereby submit this Information Disclosure Statement together with a completed Form 
PTO/SB/08A, and one copy of each foreign reference identified therein. 

The references identified in Form PTO/SB/08A were cited in an International 
Search Report (ISR) dated June 1 8, 2003, in the underlying PCT application. The September 1 , 
2005 Notification of Missing Requirements Under 35 U.S.C. 371 in the United States 
Designated/Elected Office (DO/EO/US) indicates that a copy of the ISR has been received by the 
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addressed to Commissioner for Patents. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
V A 223 1 3- 1 450 on January 3 1 , 2006. 
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United State Patent and Trademark Office, and accordingly, is not being submitted herein. The 
relevance of EP 0317707, DE 19841847, and DE 4107995 is indicated in the ISR and the 
corresponding English-language abstracts enclosed herewith. No corresponding 
English-language patent, abstract, or translation of DE 29802205 is readily available to the 
Applicants, however, the relevance thereof is indicated in Figs. 1 and 2, as is also recited in the 
ISR. 

Since this Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted before the mailing 
date of a first Office Action on the merits, it is timely under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b)(3) and no fee is 
required. The Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks is hereby authorized to charge any 
additional fees which may be required to Deposit Account No. 23-0650. One (1) original and 
two (2) copies of this Information Disclosure Statement are enclosed. 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter 
code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. 6 AppIicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
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amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, D.C. 20231. 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 . 
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